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This is my city, Hamilton. It looks like this: 
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Unfortunately, my city also looks like this: 
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We Canadians pride ourselves on many things 

about our country, and rightfully so. 

 

What’s one of the things we take the greatest pride 

in? 
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I’m about to show you that there is nothing equal 

about health care in Canada. 

 

 

 

 

And there’s certainly nothing equal about the 

health of people here in Hamilton. 
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Cancer, Hamilton and the 

connections to the SDOH: 
• Cancer mortality rate in inner-city core 

90% higher than Ancaster. 

• Mortality rate in worst neighbourhood 4X 

higher than best neighbourhood. 

• Lung cancer mortality rate in worst 

neighbourhood 15X higher than best. 

• 3,438 fewer cancer deaths over 10 years if 

former City of Hamilton had same cancer 

mortality rate as Ancaster. 
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Cancer rate comparison for Hamilton, by median income quintiles
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Most unequal (0.712)  CTID = 5370037 

Most equal (0.167),  
CTID = 5370016 

Gini coefficients for Hamilton 

INCOME 

INEQUALITY 
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The inner-city neighbourhood bounded by James, Wellington, 

Cannon and King Streets has the highest poverty level of 

Hamilton’s 135 census tracts. 

 

It also has: 

 

■ the highest cancer mortality rate. 

 

■ the lowest rates of screening for three types of cancers. 

 

It is also situated in the area of the city that reports the highest 

rate of people who don’t have a family doctor. 

 

 

 

Do you think that all of those things just happen to be a 

coincidence? 
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We have a checklist for patients for medical variables (e.g. existing heart 

condition, diabetes, hypertension). 

 

What if we had a checklist for socioeconomic status variables too? 

 

Are they vulnerable? Poor? 

Do they suffer from mental health issues? 

Do they have adequate housing? 

Do they have people to support them? 

Can they afford treatment (drugs, supplies etc.)? 

Can they afford to even get to their treatment? 

Can they follow their treatment plan? 

Do they even understand their treatment plan? 

Will they fall through the cracks? 

 

Yes, we want to believe that all treatment is created equal and all people will 

receive equal care.  

 

But if people can’t follow it or if they fall through the cracks, then it won’t be 

equal health care for all. 
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That’s the bad news. 

Here’s the good news.  

Since 2010, the reaction has been astounding: 

 

1.City of Hamilton 

2.McMaster Faculty of Health Sciences 

3.Hamilton Health Sciences 

4.Emergency Services pilot program 

5.Hamilton school boards curriculum 

6.Mohawk College 

7.Hamilton Community Foundation 

8.The Spectator 
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Thank you. 

 

All of the Spec’s Code Red 

projects can be found at: 

thespec-codered.com 

 

Questions? 


